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Two affricates in Proto Quechua

*ch alveopalatal

*ch’ retroflexed
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Sound changes

*ch

*ch’
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Sound changes

*ch > ts

*ch’
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uch’un ‘she chews’

uchun ‘she sits’

utsun ‘her ají pepper’

Three affricates in Corongo Quechua
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250 morphemes with affricates

/ch’/ 124 50%

/ts/ 82 32%
/ch/ 45 18%

¿Motivations?     ¿Mechanisms?

Three affricates in Corongo Quechua
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Mechanisms
Contact
• Direct loan
• Reborrowing
• Dialect contact
Internal
• Onomatopoeia (retention)
• Sound change (innovation)
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1. Direct loan

Spanish: cochino > kuchi ‘pig’
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1. Direct loan

Spanish: cochino > kuchi ‘pig’
cabrito > kapchi ‘kid’

(goat + -chi diminutive)

micho > michi ‘cat’
chivo >   chiwa ‘goat’



22

2. Reborrowing

Quechua >  Spanish  >  Quechua
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2. Reborrowing

Stage 1        L2     >     L1
Quechua Spanish

Stage 2        L2     >     L1
Spanish Quechua
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’aqch’a- ‘chew coca’
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’aqch’a- ‘chew coca’
Spanish chacchar
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’aqch’a- ‘chew coca’
Spanish chacchar
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’aqch’a- ‘chew coca’
Spanish chacchar
Corongo chakcha-
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’irapa ‘sun shower’
Spanish chirapa
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’irapa ‘sun shower’
Spanish chirapa
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *ch’irapa ‘sun shower’
Spanish chirapa
Corongo chirapa
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2. Reborrowing

Proto Q *wanchaku ‘bird species’
Spanish guanchaco
Corongo wancha:ko
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2. Reborrowing

Corongo Larousse Gloss
chiwi:llu chivillo ‘mirlo’ (blackbird)
chuñu/tsuñu chuño ‘fécula de patata’

(potato starch)
wakcha guacho(a) ‘huérfano’ (orphan)
achke: achiqué ‘bruja’ (witch)
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2. Reborrowing

Corongo Larousse Gloss
china/ch’ina china ‘muchacha plebeya’

(peasant girl)
kechwa quechua ‘lengua’ (language); 

‘templado’ (warm)

achachaw achachay ‘qué dolor’ (such pain)
chuchu(-) chiche ‘teta’ (tit); ‘mamar’ (suck)

churu churo ‘caracol’ (snail)
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3. Dialect contact



35

Corongo

ANCASH
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Sihuas
Corongo

ANCASH
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *chuku ‘hat’
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *chuku ‘hat’
Sihuas chuku
Huaylas tsuku
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *chuku ‘hat’
Sihuas chuku
Huaylas tsuku
Corongo chuku
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *lluychu ‘deer’
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *lluychu ‘deer’
Sihuas lluychu
Huari lluytsu
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3. Dialect contact

Proto Q *lluychu ‘deer’
Sihuas lluychu
Huari lluytsu
Corongo li:chu
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3. Dialect contact
Corongo Gloss
li:chu ‘deer’
chakwa ‘partridge’
chuspi ‘fly’
pichuchanka ‘sparrow’
we:cho: ‘bird species’
chichi ‘meat’
chiwan ‘red flower’
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4. Onomatopoeia

Proto Q *chipsha ‘chick’
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4. Onomatopoeia

Proto Q *chipsha ‘chick’
Corongo chipsha
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4. Onomatopoeia

Corongo Gloss
chipsha ‘chick’
lachak ‘toad’
chapla- ‘grind for soup’
chikchi- ‘tickle’
kachka- ‘gnaw’
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5. Other sound changes

*sh > ch

Proto Q *shumaq ‘beautiful’
Corongo chumaq
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5. Other sound changes

*sh > ch

Proto Q *pishqu ‘bird’
Corongo pichu
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5. Other sound changes

*ch’ > ch

Proto Q *such’u- ‘collapse’
Corongo uchu- ‘sit’
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Mechanisms
Contact
• Direct loan (6)
• Reborrowing (13)
• Dialect contact (14)
Internal
• Onomatopoeia (6)
• Sound change (6)
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Doublets

/ch’/  vs.  /ch/

ach’ach’aw ‘such fear’
achachaw ‘such pain’
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Doublets

/ch’/  vs.  /ch/

ch’ina ‘female’
china:ku- ‘womanize’
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Doublets

/ch/  vs.  /ts/

wakcha ‘orphan’
waktsa ‘poor’
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Doublets

/ch/  vs.  /ts/

chipipikya:- ‘flash’
tsipipikya:- ‘flash a little’
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Conclusion

Corongo Quechua has 3 affricate phonemes
(a subset of only 1 or 2 are typical in the language family)

/ch’/ retroflexed
/ch/ alveopalatal
/ts/ alveolar
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Conclusion

This 3 affricate system in Corongo came 
about through a constellation of factors:

• Language internal
• Language contact
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Conclusion

Language contact can restructure phonology:

• Direct borrowing (across genetic lines and within the family)

• Reborrowing (lending to and then borrowing from an
intermediate source)

Quechua  >  Spanish  >  Quechua
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