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1.0 Overview 
• Kaufman (1987, 1988): Zapotecan languages exhibit four verb classes traced to Proto-Zapotec.  
• Shown for several Zapotec languages in the Central and Western branches (Beam de Azcona, 2004; 

Enríquez Licón, 2009; Pérez Báez & Kaufman, 2012, in press; Pérez Báez, Sicoli, Benn, & Riestenberg, 
2014; Pérez Báez, Sicoli, Cata, & Cruz Santiago, 2013; Riestenberg & Sicoli, 2015; Smith-Stark, 2002) 
as well as some related Chatino languages (Campbell, 2011; Villard, 2009).  

• In contrast, existing documentation of Sierra Juárez Zapotec (SJZ), a group of Northern Zapotec 
varieties, describes 6-12 verb classes (Bartholomew, 1983; Foreman, 2006; Tejada, 2012).  

• Kaufman’s system can be straightforwardly applied to data from two SJZ varieties, Atepec Zapotec and 
Macuiltianguis Zapotec, reducing the number of classes and prefixes needed to account for SJZ verbal 
morphology and requiring a reanalysis of a subset of verb roots. 

• This approach (1) accounts for certain historical sound changes, and (2) makes more explicit 
morphological connections between Northern Zapotec and other branches of Zapotecan. 

 
• Atepec Zapotec (AZ): Tejada (2012) 
• Macuiltianguis Zapotec (MacZ): 86 verbs recorded with two native speakers (female age 71 and male 

age 73) in habitual, completive, and potential aspect forms in San Pablo Macuiltianguis in fall 2015 as 
part of larger fieldwork project 
 

2.0 Kaufman's model of Zapotecan verb classification 
 
An example of an SJZ verb:    -tsiana ‘jump’  HAB: ritsiana  CMP: gutsiana    POT: ítsiana 

 
Table 1. Overview of Kaufman's model 

(Kaufman, 1987, 1988; Pérez Báez & Kaufman, 2012, in press; Pérez Báez, Sicoli, Benn, & Riestenberg, 2014) 
Red = 
ProtoZap 
 

Habitual 
aspect Completive aspect Potential aspect  

CLASS A *tji- 
all classes 

*kwe- 
unique to this class 

*ki- plus H tone 
shared with Class B 

CLASS B *tji- 
all classes 

*ko- 
shared with Classes C & D 

*ki- plus H tone 
shared with Class A 

CLASS C *tji- 
all classes 

*ko- 
shared with Classes B & D 

*k- plus H tone 
shared with Class D  

CLASS D *tji- 
all classes 

*ko- plus replacive 
consonants 
shared with Classes B & C  

*k- plus H tone 

shared with Class C 
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Table 2. Kaufman’s verb class system applied to Guadalupe Guevea Zapotec (Central) 
(Pérez Báez, Sicoli, Benn, & Riestenberg, 2014) 

 Stem Gloss HAB 
ra- 

CMP 
bi-, gu- 

POT 
gi-, g- 

CLASS A -dʒìd ‘pierce’ ra-dʒìːd bi-dʒìːd gí-dʒìːd 
CLASS B -la ̰ ̀ ‘rip’ ra-la ̰̀ː  gu-la ̰̀ː  gu-la ̰̀ː  
CLASS C -díll ‘fight’ ra-díll gu-díll  tíll (d ~ t) 
CLASS D -be ‘take off’ ra-beː gu-leː (b ~ l) kwéː (b ~ kw) 

 
3.0 Existing classifications of SJZ verbs 
 

Table 3. Existing classification of SJZverbs 
(AZ: Bartholomew, 1983; Tejada, 2012; MacZ: Foreman, 2006) 

Blue = AZ 
Green = MacZ Stem Gloss HAB CMP POT Kaufman Class 
CLASS I-A -θìà ‘close’ ru-θìà be-θìà ú-θìà A (-úθìà) 

-tsianí1 ‘change’ ru-tsianí be-tsianí gú-tsianí A (-útsia-ní) 
CLASS I-B -eʔ ‘hit’ ru-éʔ be-eʔ w-eʔ A (-uéʔ) 

-eʔ ‘give’ ru-eʔ be-eʔ gwe-eʔ A (-uéʔ) 
CLASS II-A -láʔ-ni ‘see (sth.)’ ri-láʔ-ni bi-láʔ-ni í-laʔ-ni A  

-deteʔ ‘learn’ ri-deteʔ bi-deteʔ i-deteʔ A  
CLASS II-B -láni ‘hug’ ri-láni gu-láni í-láni B  

-cheʔne ‘scratch’ ri-cheʔne gu-cheʔne í-cheʔne B  
CLASS II-C -júnna ‘return (sth.)’ re-júnna be-júnna é-júnna A (-e-júnna) caus 

-juni ‘repair’ re-juni be-juni é-júni A (-e-juni) caus 
CLASS III -edá ‘wait for’ ri-bedá u-ledá kwédá D (-bedá) 

-ettʃa ‘take out’ ri-bettʃa gu-lettʃa kwéttʃa D (-lettʃa) 
-tillá ‘fight’ ri-tillá gu-tillá tílla C  
-tilla ‘fight’ r-tilla gu-tilla tílla C 

CLASS IV-A -áda ‘sow’ ra-ada gu-uda ga-áda B  
-kkùʔ-ʐô ‘get dressed’ rá-kkùʔ-ʐô gú-kkùʔ-ʐô gá-kkùʔ-ʐô B (-ákkùʔ-ʐô) 
-uʐa ‘get paid’ ra-aʐa gu-uʐa gá-aʐa B 

CLASS IV-B -áθθi ‘sleep’ r-áθθi u-táθθi g-áθθi D 
-aʔaθi ‘sleep’ r-aʔaθi gu-taʔaθi g-áʔaθi D  

CLASS V-A -àji ‘burn oneself’ r-àji gw-àji ts-àji B; FUT forms?  
-ia ‘go’ r-ia gw-ía ts-ía B; FUT forms? 

CLASS V-B -oʔo ‘buy’ r-oʔo gw-iʔi g-óʔo C (or B) 
-oʔo ‘buy’ r-oʔo gu-joʔo g-óʔo C (or B) 

CLASS VI -a-latsìʔ ‘love’ ka-latsìʔ kwa-latsìʔ ká-latsìʔ irreg. 
-kkalasiʔ ‘want’ ar-kalasiʔ u-kkwalasiʔ á-kkalasiʔ irreg. 

CLASS VII2 -nèllé ‘visit’ ríta-nèllé ta-nèllé tá-nèllé ? 
 

Two important considerations: 
 (1) stress:  ˈru.tsia.ni=na   (2) vowel hierarchy: e > u/o > a > i 
 HAB-change=3SG  
 ‘it changes/it is changing’ 
 

                                                
1Foreman (2006) does not explicitly provide verb stems; those in Table 3 are my own interpretation of the data. 
2Foreman (2006) reports no examples of Class VII verbs in MacZ. 
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4.0 Simplifying SJZ verb classification by applying Kaufman's model 
 

Table 3. SJZ aspect markers (Kaufman’s model) 
 Habitual aspect Completive aspect Potential aspect  
CLASS A ri- 

all classes 
bi-, be-  
unique to this class 

í-, (g-) & H tone 
shared with Class B 

CLASS B ri- 
all classes 

(g)u- 
shared with Classes C & D 

í-, (g-) & H tone 
shared with Class A 

CLASS C ri- (AZ), r-(MacZ) 
all classes 

(g)u- 
shared with Classes B & D 

cons. alternation & H  

shared with Class D  
CLASS D ri- 

all classes 
(g)u- & replacive cons 
shared with Classes B & C  

cons. alternation & H 

shared with Class C 
 

Table 4. Kaufman’s verb class system applied to SJZ 
Blue = AZ 
Green = MacZ Stem Gloss HAB CMP POT 

CLASS A -uθìà ‘close’ r-θìà be-θìà g-úθìà 
-uttòó ‘close’ r-uttòó be-ttòó g-úttôò 
-xuiʔ ‘fill’ ri-xuiʔ bi-xuiʔ í-xúiʔ 
-deteʔ ‘learn’ ri-deteʔ bi-deteʔ í-déteʔ 

CLASS B -láni ‘hug’ ri-láni gu-láni í-láni 
-tsiana ‘jump’ ri-tsiana gu-tsiana í-tsíana 
-tʃuna ‘sow’ ri-tʃuna gu-tʃuna í-tʃúna 
-uʐa ‘get paid’ r-aʐa gu-ʐa g-áʐa 

CLASS C -tillá ‘fight’ ri-tillá gu-tillá tílla 
 -tilla ‘fight’ r-tilla gu-tilla tílla 
 -te ‘pass’ r-te gu-te té 

 -ðulo ‘start’ r-ðuːlo gu-ðuːlo θúːlo (ð ~ θ)  
CLASS D -bedá ‘wait for’ ri-bedá gu-ledá kwédá 

 -bèdá ‘wait for’ ri-bèːdá gu-lèːdá (b ~ l) kwéːdá (b ~ kw) 
 -gani ‘dig’ ri-gain gu-tain (g ~ t) káin (g ~ k) 
 -aʔaθi ‘sleep’ r-aʔaθi gu-taʔaθi (ø ~ t) g-áʔaθi 

 
 
5.0 Accounting for historical factors 
 

Mesoamerican areal labiovelar change: kw  à b (Beeley, 2014; Kaufman, 1974) 
-edá à -bedá (D) ‘wait for’ HAB: ri-bedá POT: kwédá (b ~ kw) 

 
Vowel hierarchy: e > u/o > a > i  
 -kkùʔ-ʐô à -ákkùʔ-ʐô (B)   ‘get dressed’    HAB: r-ákkùʔ-ʐô //ri-ákkùʔ-ʐô//   
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6.0 Showing connections between SJZ and Zapotec varieties in other branches 
 

 HAB CMP POT 
Juchitán (Isthmus) Zap. ri= be=, gu= gi=, g=, consonantal alternations 
Current MacZ ri-, r-, ar- be-, bi-, gu- i-, g-, consonantal alternations 
Previous MacZ ru-, re-, ri-, r-

, r, ar/ir- 
be-, bi-, gu-, gut-, u-, 
gw- 

i-, e-, gu-, gw-, g-, ga-, ku-, kw-, 
tts-tʃ-, ikka  

 
7.0 Future directions 

• Elicit verbs in other aspectual forms 
• Elicit compound verbs 
• Focus on "Position 2" prefixes (causative, repetitive, middle, etc.) (Foreman, 2006) 
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