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(Boas 1913; Campbell 2013; Sullivant In press ; Mechling 1912; Kaufman 2006)
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MonosyllabificationMonosyllabification

*ketse *kw-eːʔlla *tjoʔwa PZ
ɡe ̤dʒ bælː roʔ MZ
ktʃĩ knãH tʔwa QEC

‘town’ ‘snake’ ‘mouth’
MZ = Mitla Z (Stubblefield & Stubblefield 1994) 

QEC = Quiahije EC (Cruz et al. 2010)
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directly seen 
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V loss can be 

directly seen 

in Valley 

Zapotec lgs.

*tjoʔwa PZ
<tóhua> CZ 

(1578)
roʔ

‘mouth’
MZ

(1994)

CZ =Colonial Valley Zapotec (Córdoba 1578)
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ZC’s /hC/ clustersZC’s /hC/ clusters

PC Belmar
1902

U&L
1965

C.
2014

‘child’ *sineʔ <shiñé> hnji ̃ʔ hniʔ
‘chile’ *kìnáʔ <quiña> hnjãʔ hnjáʔ
‘cold’ *tilaʔ <quilia> hljaʔ hljaʔ

(Belmar 1902; Upson & Longacre 1965; Campbell 2014) 
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The unlabeled language in Belmar (1902) can be 

shown to be TC based on a number of diagnostic

criteria.
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TC or ECTC or EC

PC *ts, *s > tʃ, ʃ /i_
/n-/ on ‘spider’

*ta+loo = ‘face’ 

/ʃi-/ CAUS on ‘leave’

*-ahaʔ = ‘sleep’

*-kùnáʔ = ‘get lost’

Spanish ‘fiscal’ > /ʃkali/
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Mid vowel in ‘light’

‘cat’ < Mixtec /tʃumi/
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/=ma/ 2PL pron. 

(Campbell 2013, Sullivant 2015b)
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One sound change presumed for TC’s historical
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TC’s *e loweringTC’s *e lowering

Belmar 
1902

U&L 
1965

P&P 
1970

Sull.
2015

‘tooth’ <leya> leʔja laʔja laʔja
‘fish’ <kuellia> kwailja kwalja kwalja
‘hawk’ <kueya> kwaʔja kwaʔja kwaʔjà
‘blood’ <tañi> tanji tanji tanjì

(Belmar 1902; Upson & Longacre 1965; Pride & Pride 1970; Sullivant 2015a)



TC’s *e loweringTC’s *e lowering

All *e >a candidates in U&L
*e > e *leʔja leʔja ‘tooth’
[cor]__ *telà telja ‘night’

*e > ai *kwèjáʔ kwaijaʔ ‘fly’
kw__ *kwela kwailja ‘fish’

*kwená kwainja ‘snake’
*e > a *kweʔna kwaʔnja ‘caiman’
kw__ʔ *kwèʔjà kwaʔja ‘hawk’

*e>a (‘02) *tènè tanji ‘blood’
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